THE  MINISTER'S  VOWS

(Pmtijna-Yaugandharayanam)

INTRODUCTION

are the stories of Udayana the king of the Vats&s and his
adventures in Ujjain. The capital of the Vatsas (also called Vamsas)
was at Kau&Lmbi, the modern Kosam, on the banks of the Jamna near
Allahabad.1

In Buddha's days their king was called Udayana (Pali Udena).
The stories of how he obtained his wives seem to reflect some ups and
downs of that little kingdom between the powerful neighbours of Ujjain
and Magadha.

Vasavadatta, the first queen, represents an alliance with Ujjain and
Padmavati, the second queen an alliance with Magadha. King Udayana,
the hero of these tales, is represented as the perfection of chivalry,
specially skilled in the management of elephants and of the lute. He
captured the heart of Vasavadatta, the Princess of Ujjain, by teaching
her the lute. He carried her off on a stolen elephant. To do all this
he must be in Ujjain. The story brings him there as a prisoner of war.
But such a perfect hero could never be defeated in the ordinary way.
He could only be captured by some trick. The ruse employed was that
of the famous artificial elephant made to hold a hundred soldiers. This
was made to look like a huge blue elephant and placed in a remote glade
of the forest. King Udayana is induced to leave his army to hunt this
wonderful elephant. Completely deceived in spite of his elephant lore,
he is captured and taken to Ujjain.

Our play begins at a point where Udayana has set out, and his
minister, Yaugandharayana, gets news of the trick which the king of
Ujjain intends to use. The minister has sent for a man to take a message
of warning to the king. A soldier Hamsaka arrives and describes in
a long dialogue with the minister how the king was captured and taken
to Ujjain. The minister, full of remorse at the inadequacy of his pre-
cautions, makes a solemn vow that he will outwit the victorious king
of Ujjain and restore Udayana to Kaufembi.                             (ACT I.)

Bhasa's scene of the artificial elephant was criticized by Bhamahaas
incredible. Is this the scene so criticized ?

1 Long disputed, this identification has teen finally established by B. B. Daya Earn.
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